
A Reflection of Our 
Growing Community
The Port of Pasco has 1.758 million square feet of space available for lease 
at its primary industrial parks. Currently, 1.718 million square feet of that 
space is under lease – that’s a 98 percent occupancy rate across these 
Port-owned facilities.
Space at the Tri-Cities Airport East Side Industrial Park is at 100 percent 
capacity and has been for over a year. The 70-acre industrial park 
includes over 200,000 square feet of building space and is home to 
agricultural, small business warehouse/manufacturing companies, and local 
governmental support shops. 
Big Pasco Industrial Center is at 98 percent capacity. The 370-acre facility 
includes over 1.5 million square feet of improved buildings including eight 
large warehouses, each of which is 172,800 square feet and subdivided 
into four bays. All warehouses are currently leased or in negotiations for 
lease. 
Only 10,800 square feet remains available for warehouse storage, and 
approximately 15,000 square feet of office space is available throughout 
Big Pasco.
“This is the highest occupancy I’ve seen in my 22 years at the Port,” said 
Randy Hayden, Port Executive Director. “It is quite remarkable and a 
testament to the resilience of our local business community.”
Port Director of Properties Mayra Reyna agrees. 
“We have been busier than ever with businesses looking to lease both 
buildings and land, and I believe it is a reflection of how our community has 
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rebounded following the pandemic,” she said. “Businesses are expanding 
and want affordable space, and we offer that. They are looking for space 
for storage to help offset supply-chain issues they have faced, and we offer 
that. They want access to rail and highway systems, and we have that as 
well.”
“Across the Port, our properties offer important facility options for the 
community as it comes out of a slowdown from the pandemic. Our 
occupancy rate reflects this,” she said.
Rather than putting out a “No Vacancy” sign and being satisfied, Port 
Commissioners and staff continue to seek additional development 
opportunities within the Port district. If you or your business are looking for 
space, please contact the Port to see how we can serve your needs. If we 
do not have the immediate space you are looking for, we can add you to 
our waiting list or discuss build-to-suit options. We also have a wide variety 
of land sites available for your own development.
For more information about Port properties, contact Mayra Reyna at 
509-547-3378 or email mreyna@portofpasco.org.
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In January, the Port of Pasco enjoyed an opportunity to showcase the road and 
storm water improvements recently completed at the Big Pasco Industrial Center 

during a visit from Laura Ives, Economic Development Representative from the 
U.S. Economic Development Administration and members of the Benton Franklin 

Council of Governments. The project was made possible thanks to more than 
$7 million in funding from the U.S. Economic Development Administration. The 

project helps make Big Pasco an even more functional center for our tenants. 
Pictured, left to right, Davin Diaz, Randy Hayden, Laura Ives, Michelle Holt, 

Erin Braich, John Kennedy, and Olivia Meza.



Groundbreaking Coming for 
Darigold, Inc. in the Port’s New 
Reimann Industrial Center
Groundbreaking for the new Darigold, Inc. 400,000-square-foot facility 
is expected to take place in September. The company is currently in full 
design mode.
“Darigold had planned to break ground sooner, but a major fire at its 
Caldwell, Idaho, facility diverted resources as the company worked to 
return that plant to production,” said Port of Pasco Executive Director 
Randy Hayden. 
Darigold’s new Pasco facility will be the first occupant of the Port’s new 
Reimann Industrial Center, situated just north of the Pasco Processing 
Center. 
Darigold purchased 150 acres of the 300-acre industrial center, and it will 
be the home of the most sophisticated large-scale milk protein facility in 
North America. Darigold plans to produce butter and a new specialized 
protein powder with more than 50 percent of the facility’s finished product 
intended for export.
The specialized facility will incorporate a variety of innovative technologies 
and conservation strategies, which combined, could mitigate over 300,000 
metric tons of CO2e per year. 
Darigold is expecting to create over 1,000 onsite and indirect supply chain 
and services jobs. 
Full commercial production is targeted for late 2023 or early 2024.

New TIF Subsidies Helped Make 
Darigold Expansion Possible
The Port of Pasco is one of the first entities in the state of Washington to 
utilize a new financing tool, which made the expansion of Darigold, Inc. in 
the Reimann Industrial Center possible. 
Called tax increment financing (TIF), it allows local governments in the state 
of Washington (cities, towns, counties, port districts, or any combination 
thereof) to fund public infrastructure in targeted areas by capturing the 
increase in property taxes generated by the project. Importantly, it does not 
include property taxes for schools or the state.
It’s an economic development tool used to encourage private development 
and create jobs by allowing developers to pursue projects they would not 
normally pursue if they had to fund the projects on their own. TIF is based 
on the theory that development can pay for itself. The basic idea is that 
public investment in an area, often in the form of infrastructure, induces 
property value growth which increases property tax revenue. The revenue 
increase, in turn, is used to pay for the initial investment. This results in TIF 
being labeled as “self-financing,” due to the use of future revenue to pay 
current costs. Only property taxes from the new development are used for 
the public infrastructure. Existing residents and businesses pay no property 
taxes for the TIF area.
In implementing TIF in the Reimann Industrial Center, the Port created a 
150-acre, 25-year tax increment area around the Darigold site to finance 
limited tax general obligation bonds. Money from these bonds will be 
used to construct publicly owned infrastructure improvements and enable 
development of the $500 million facility. TIF funds will then be used to repay 
the bonds. 
The state of Washington approved the use of TIF in 2021 to encourage 
economic development. While new to this state, it is a popular mechanism 
in the United States today. 
TIF funds can only be spent in the targeted area. Projects approved for TIF 
must benefit the entire community and not just the developer.
“In order for Darigold to build in the Reimann Industrial Center, which 
is currently farmland, an estimated $21 million worth of infrastructure is 
required,” said Randy Hayden, Port Executive Director. “Installing that 
infrastructure called for creatively securing funding from several sources. 
We are fortunate that TIF became available in this state and that we were 
able to be one of the first to be approved to utilize it. Without it, the Darigold 
project may not have happened.”
For more information about TIF, visit wedaonline.org/tif-for-jobs/

Port Redistricting 
Complete
Following the results of the 2020 United States Census, 
it was the responsibility of the Port of Pasco to rebalance 
the district based upon information provided by the census.
The Port considered several options, held public hearings, 
and called for public comment. 
In late April, Port Commissioners selected the option shown 
in the adjacent map, which has been submitted to the 
Franklin County Auditor for implementation.

Solgen Power Expanding to 
Tri-Cities Airport Business Center, 
Spurs Additional Development 
Opportunities Near the Airport

One of the country’s fastest-growing solar installation companies is 
expanding its operation to the Tri-Cities Airport Business Center, a project 
that will help kickstart additional development at the 86-acre site located 
west of the airport’s main terminal. 
Solgen Power, LLC was launched in Pasco in 2018. To keep pace with the 
company’s rapid growth, Solgen is set to build two buildings in the business 
center.
The first is a 100,000-square-foot operations facility on the non-aviation 
side of Rickenbacker Road. The second is a 10,000-square-foot executive 
hangar on the aviation 
side which will include 
executive office suites.
Solgen is investing more 
than $5 million in the 
project.
“Solgen is a great 
local success story; 
it’s a ground-up 
entrepreneurship that 
started in a garage and 
is a very progressive 
company. It offers good 
wages and benefits to its 
employees,” said Stephen 
McFadden, Port Economic 
Development and 
Marketing Director.
“It’s a good example of a 
company taking advantage 
of what the Tri-Cities 
Airport Business Park has 
to offer, utilizing property 
on both the aviation and 

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

xx xx

x
x

x
x

x

x

x
xx

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x x

x

x

RPZ

RPZ

RPZ

RPZ

RPZ

RPZ

RPZ

RPZ

75x120

95x140

170x170

145x170

150x170

125x170

95x170

95x170

90x170

80x120

130x170

100x170

95x170

75x90

75x90

SRE

DUNCAN

20'

WATER
EASEMENT

250x400
100,000 SF

1
0.50 AC.

3
0.49 AC.

4
0.54 AC.

6
1.10 AC.

18
0.79 AC.

19
0.60 AC.

22
6.26 AC.

23
2.30 AC.

24
1.61 AC.

25
3.59 AC.

26
1.57 AC.

27
1.56 AC.28

2.09 AC.
29

0.93 AC.

30
1.35 AC.

31
0.94 AC.

32
0.98 AC.

33
0.96 AC.

34
0.86 AC.

35
0.89 AC.

36
0.88 AC.

37
0.81 AC.

38
0.84 AC.

39
0.88 AC.

40

W ARGENT RD

VA
R

N
EY

 L
N

20
TH

 A
V

E

M
O

RASCH LN

RIC
KENBACKER D

RMUSSER 
BROS.

TRUCKS & 
AUTO AUCTIONS

THE
LANDING

PASCO
FIRE

STATION

PAID 
PARKING LOT

0.89 AC.

41
1.08 AC.

42
0.77 AC.

43
0.79 AC.

44
0.75 AC.

45
0.71 AC.46

0.71 AC.

47
0.70 AC.48

0.68 AC.

49
0.71 AC.

50
2.04 AC.

51
1.68 AC.

52
1.30 AC.

53
3.92 AC.

6.85 AC.

xxx
xx

xx
xxx

xx

x
xxxxxxx

xxxx xxxx

x

x

00 300 600

LEGEND
PARCELS WITH
AIRSIDE ACCESS
LANDSIDE ONLY
PARCELS

NOTE:
ACREAGES SHOWN  ARE APPROXIMATE. FIELD
SURVEY REQUIRED TO CONFIRM ACTUAL SIZE. 90x120

LARGEST CONSTRUCTIBLE
HANGAR (SIZE IN FEET)

UNAVAILABLE
PARCELS

TAXIW
AY

20
22

-20
23

182

BATTELLE
HANGAR

TRI-CITIES AIRPORT
• Largest airport in 

southeastern Washington
• 4th largest air carrier airport 

in Washington
• Rapidly growing passenger 

enplanement volumes 
(400,000+)

• 11 nonstop flights to  
major cities

TRI-CITIES AIRPORT BUSINESS CENTER 

portofpasco.org flytricities.com

2020 Annual Taxable Retail Sales: 
Overall retail sales rate: ranked 3rd  
in the state (Seattle 1st, Bellevue 2nd)  
Tri-Cities MSA: $6,631,189,024

Population: 
Fastest growing region in the  
state of Washington.

City of Pasco: 79,580 
Franklin County: 99,500 
Tri-Cities MSA: 308,800

Daytime Population: 
20th Avenue – 10,650 ADT  
(intersects with Argent)

Columbia Basin College:  
7,000 Students 

Lease Rates:

• Aeronautical side .21 -.32/sf
• Rickenbacker Drive interior lots .30/sf
• Argent Road side for prime retail  

space: .55/sf
• CCR Protected Development

Cost of Living:  
(Per $1,000 of Assessed Value)

Franklin County Average: $9.91 
Washington State Average: $10.48

Median Household Income: 
Tri-Cities, MSA $71,304

Median Home Price: 
City of Pasco $420,000

TRI-CITIES STATS

Contact: Stephen McFadden, Port of Pasco 
Economic Development and Marketing                               

509-547-3378 | smcfadden@portofpasco.org

non-aviation side of the development. It is a great Tri-Cities location with 
access to the Tri-Cities Airport runway system,” he said. 
Solgen has been a tenant of the Port since 2019, when the company 
leased 7,200 square feet at Big Pasco and grew to leasing a full warehouse 
bay of 43,200 square feet. 

Project receives CERB grant
To make the Solgen project possible, infrastructure in the Tri-Cities Airport 
Business Center needs to be installed including 2,000 feet of new, two-lane 
road (extension of Rickenbacker Road) with curb, gutter and sidewalk, 
municipal water and sewer main, and 2,000 feet of taxiway on the aviation 
side of the Tri-Cities Airport Business Center.
To fund this work, the Port of Pasco applied for and was awarded a state of 
Washington Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) loan/grant. 
It will fund 80 percent of the project, with the remaining 20 percent funded 
by the Port of Pasco.
To receive the funding, the Port needed a committed private partner – in 
this case, Solgen Power.
“The Port is really excited about this project,” said McFadden. “Solgen is 
a great partner to be working with. To have property that it can develop to 
meet its growing needs is just what we want to do as a Port. In addition, 
with the work being done with the CERB funding, it opens additional sites 
for hangars with access to the taxiway.” 
In total, the Tri-Cities Airport Business Center includes 21 aviation lots 
designed for executive hangars. The non-aviation area has 47 lots for 
commercial, retail, restaurant, professional services, and hospitality. Eight 
projects have been constructed or are in progress.
“The Tri-Cities Airport Business Center is one of the prime commercial 
properties available in the Tri-Cities. This project, with the help of the CERB 
funding, will boost additional development of the site” he said. 
For more information about leasing lots at the Airport Business Center, 
contact Stephen McFadden at 509-547-3378 or email 
smcfadden@portofpasco.org.



Groundbreaking Coming for 
Darigold, Inc. in the Port’s New 
Reimann Industrial Center
Groundbreaking for the new Darigold, Inc. 400,000-square-foot facility 
is expected to take place in September. The company is currently in full 
design mode.
“Darigold had planned to break ground sooner, but a major fire at its 
Caldwell, Idaho, facility diverted resources as the company worked to 
return that plant to production,” said Port of Pasco Executive Director 
Randy Hayden. 
Darigold’s new Pasco facility will be the first occupant of the Port’s new 
Reimann Industrial Center, situated just north of the Pasco Processing 
Center. 
Darigold purchased 150 acres of the 300-acre industrial center, and it will 
be the home of the most sophisticated large-scale milk protein facility in 
North America. Darigold plans to produce butter and a new specialized 
protein powder with more than 50 percent of the facility’s finished product 
intended for export.
The specialized facility will incorporate a variety of innovative technologies 
and conservation strategies, which combined, could mitigate over 300,000 
metric tons of CO2e per year. 
Darigold is expecting to create over 1,000 onsite and indirect supply chain 
and services jobs. 
Full commercial production is targeted for late 2023 or early 2024.

New TIF Subsidies Helped Make 
Darigold Expansion Possible
The Port of Pasco is one of the first entities in the state of Washington to 
utilize a new financing tool, which made the expansion of Darigold, Inc. in 
the Reimann Industrial Center possible. 
Called tax increment financing (TIF), it allows local governments in the state 
of Washington (cities, towns, counties, port districts, or any combination 
thereof) to fund public infrastructure in targeted areas by capturing the 
increase in property taxes generated by the project. Importantly, it does not 
include property taxes for schools or the state.
It’s an economic development tool used to encourage private development 
and create jobs by allowing developers to pursue projects they would not 
normally pursue if they had to fund the projects on their own. TIF is based 
on the theory that development can pay for itself. The basic idea is that 
public investment in an area, often in the form of infrastructure, induces 
property value growth which increases property tax revenue. The revenue 
increase, in turn, is used to pay for the initial investment. This results in TIF 
being labeled as “self-financing,” due to the use of future revenue to pay 
current costs. Only property taxes from the new development are used for 
the public infrastructure. Existing residents and businesses pay no property 
taxes for the TIF area.
In implementing TIF in the Reimann Industrial Center, the Port created a 
150-acre, 25-year tax increment area around the Darigold site to finance 
limited tax general obligation bonds. Money from these bonds will be 
used to construct publicly owned infrastructure improvements and enable 
development of the $500 million facility. TIF funds will then be used to repay 
the bonds. 
The state of Washington approved the use of TIF in 2021 to encourage 
economic development. While new to this state, it is a popular mechanism 
in the United States today. 
TIF funds can only be spent in the targeted area. Projects approved for TIF 
must benefit the entire community and not just the developer.
“In order for Darigold to build in the Reimann Industrial Center, which 
is currently farmland, an estimated $21 million worth of infrastructure is 
required,” said Randy Hayden, Port Executive Director. “Installing that 
infrastructure called for creatively securing funding from several sources. 
We are fortunate that TIF became available in this state and that we were 
able to be one of the first to be approved to utilize it. Without it, the Darigold 
project may not have happened.”
For more information about TIF, visit wedaonline.org/tif-for-jobs/

Port Redistricting 
Complete
Following the results of the 2020 United States Census, 
it was the responsibility of the Port of Pasco to rebalance 
the district based upon information provided by the census.
The Port considered several options, held public hearings, 
and called for public comment. 
In late April, Port Commissioners selected the option shown 
in the adjacent map, which has been submitted to the 
Franklin County Auditor for implementation.

Solgen Power Expanding to 
Tri-Cities Airport Business Center, 
Spurs Additional Development 
Opportunities Near the Airport

One of the country’s fastest-growing solar installation companies is 
expanding its operation to the Tri-Cities Airport Business Center, a project 
that will help kickstart additional development at the 86-acre site located 
west of the airport’s main terminal. 
Solgen Power, LLC was launched in Pasco in 2018. To keep pace with the 
company’s rapid growth, Solgen is set to build two buildings in the business 
center.
The first is a 100,000-square-foot operations facility on the non-aviation 
side of Rickenbacker Road. The second is a 10,000-square-foot executive 
hangar on the aviation 
side which will include 
executive office suites.
Solgen is investing more 
than $5 million in the 
project.
“Solgen is a great 
local success story; 
it’s a ground-up 
entrepreneurship that 
started in a garage and 
is a very progressive 
company. It offers good 
wages and benefits to its 
employees,” said Stephen 
McFadden, Port Economic 
Development and 
Marketing Director.
“It’s a good example of a 
company taking advantage 
of what the Tri-Cities 
Airport Business Park has 
to offer, utilizing property 
on both the aviation and 
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state of Washington.
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20th Avenue – 10,650 ADT  
(intersects with Argent)
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7,000 Students 
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• Aeronautical side .21 -.32/sf
• Rickenbacker Drive interior lots .30/sf
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Cost of Living:  
(Per $1,000 of Assessed Value)

Franklin County Average: $9.91 
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non-aviation side of the development. It is a great Tri-Cities location with 
access to the Tri-Cities Airport runway system,” he said. 
Solgen has been a tenant of the Port since 2019, when the company 
leased 7,200 square feet at Big Pasco and grew to leasing a full warehouse 
bay of 43,200 square feet. 

Project receives CERB grant
To make the Solgen project possible, infrastructure in the Tri-Cities Airport 
Business Center needs to be installed including 2,000 feet of new, two-lane 
road (extension of Rickenbacker Road) with curb, gutter and sidewalk, 
municipal water and sewer main, and 2,000 feet of taxiway on the aviation 
side of the Tri-Cities Airport Business Center.
To fund this work, the Port of Pasco applied for and was awarded a state of 
Washington Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) loan/grant. 
It will fund 80 percent of the project, with the remaining 20 percent funded 
by the Port of Pasco.
To receive the funding, the Port needed a committed private partner – in 
this case, Solgen Power.
“The Port is really excited about this project,” said McFadden. “Solgen is 
a great partner to be working with. To have property that it can develop to 
meet its growing needs is just what we want to do as a Port. In addition, 
with the work being done with the CERB funding, it opens additional sites 
for hangars with access to the taxiway.” 
In total, the Tri-Cities Airport Business Center includes 21 aviation lots 
designed for executive hangars. The non-aviation area has 47 lots for 
commercial, retail, restaurant, professional services, and hospitality. Eight 
projects have been constructed or are in progress.
“The Tri-Cities Airport Business Center is one of the prime commercial 
properties available in the Tri-Cities. This project, with the help of the CERB 
funding, will boost additional development of the site” he said. 
For more information about leasing lots at the Airport Business Center, 
contact Stephen McFadden at 509-547-3378 or email 
smcfadden@portofpasco.org.



PIC395 Sparks Interest; Reser’s 
Expansion Nears Completion
The Port’s new Pasco Industrial Center 395 (PIC395), located across from 
the Pasco Processing Center, has garnered significant interest since its 
creation less than a year ago. 
The new development was created when Reser’s Fine Foods was looking 
to expand and found a piece of land across from its site in the Pasco 
Processing Center. The property, however, was 93 acres, and the company 
only needed 38 acres. This gave the Port the opportunity to create PIC395 
on the remaining 55 acres. 
The first property purchased within PIC395 is by a company already 
familiar to the Port. 
“Old Dominion Freight Line Inc. has agreed to purchase 17 acres within 
PIC395,” said Port Executive Director Randy Hayden. “It plans to build 
a transloading facility to replace its existing site at the Pasco Processing 
Center.”

Old Dominion is a leading less-than-truckload freight shipping company 
with national, global, and expedited freight services and also offers 
container drayage, truckload brokerage and supply chain consulting 
services.
“Old Dominion is currently located in the Pasco Processing Center and has 
outgrown its space there. We had an established relationship with them, 
and with the availability of property in PIC395, we were able to work to 
make their expansion possible.”
PIC395 has only two sites left for development, 25 acres between Old 
Dominion and Reser’s, and 12 acres to the north of Old Dominion, which is 
expected to go to contract soon.
“There has been great interest in the remaining property, and we expect 
to have it sold before very long,” said Hayden. “One of the advantages 
of PIC395 is that it is essentially ‘shovel-ready’ with road and utility 
infrastructure to develop almost immediately while we work on getting the 
larger Reimann Industrial Center ready.”
Meanwhile, Reser’s Fine Foods’ new 250,000-square-foot plant is expected 
to open later this summer. The new plant is over twice the size of its current 
facility in the Pasco Processing Center. The expanded facility is designed to 
accommodate rising demand for fresh prepared foods. 

Most likely, we’ve all seen the images of a large plane dropping a bright red 
fire retardant on a roaring fire below. 
One of Big Pasco’s newest tenants operates as the largest global producer 
of fire-fighting chemicals with a broad product offering across fire retardant 
and firefighting foam applications. Perimeter Solutions is a key supplier of 
wildland fire fighting products and services to the USDA Forest Service, 
CAL FIRE and other large fire management agencies across the world.
The company recently leased a 43,200-square-foot warehouse bay at 
Big Pasco which complements its new manufacturing facility located at 
the Great Northwest Transport Terminal near King City in Pasco. This 
warehouse helps support its customers on the Pacific Northwest and 
Southwestern United States.
The company has North American operations in both Canada and the 
United States, along with additional manufacturing sites in France, Spain 
and Australia.
“We also have multiple locations strategically placed throughout the U.S. 
that house our product,” said Oscar Sanchez, Director of United States 
Operations and Plant Manager for Perimeter Solutions. “We work to stock 
these locations during the off-season, so that if there is an outbreak, we are 
ready no matter where it is. We can provide our product to our customers 
anywhere throughout North America within 24 hours. Our objective is to 
have a high-quality product that is safe and effective, with quick response 
and great customer service.

“The Big Pasco warehouse provides additional access to store and ship 
raw material and finished product. The site is strategically 
located to provide rail access, enabling us to transload 
and ship our product in bulk to our terminals 
throughout the United States efficiently and 
cost effectively,” he said.
Perimeter Solutions is currently gearing up for 
the North American fire season, but its team has 
already been busy with an early start to the wildfire 
season this year, supporting efforts to contain active fires in the 
Southwestern United States region, including fires in Texas, 
New Mexico, and Arizona.
“At the Port of Pasco warehouse, we currently employ 
a number of contractors and plan to hire more as our 
business in this region grows. We intend to make this 
site similar to our other distribution warehouses in 
California which can store and distribute millions of 
pounds of product throughout the long fire season,” said 
Sanchez.
Mayra Reyna, Port of Pasco Director of Properties, said of the new tenant, 
“It is exciting to have the Port’s facilities used for a such a unique and 
important product.” 

From Big Pasco to the Front Line of Fire Fighting



Wish Northwest. Based out of Caldwell, Idaho, the irrigation 
wholesale supply company is expanding from a site in Kennewick. 
WISH NW represents over 100 of the top manufacturers and 
suppliers in the industry.

Commercial Tire. One of the largest tire and service companies 
in the Northwest, the company leased an entire warehouse at Big 
Pasco in order to expand its operations. The warehouse will be used 
for storage and distribution of tires to service it’s 19 locations.

Perimeter Solutions. The company operates as the largest global 
producer of fire-fighting chemicals including fire retardant and 
firefighting foam applications. (See related article on left)

Welcome to Big Pasco!
The Port of Pasco welcomes three new tenants to the Big Pasco Industrial 
Center. We are glad to have you!

Big Projects Ahead at the Port
The Port of Pasco has a capital plan calling for over $78 million in 
capital projects over the next three years, with major improvements 
across the Port District. 
The Port’s major capital expenditure projects include warehouse 
and road improvements at the Big Pasco Industrial Center, Phase 
1 infrastructure at the Reimann Industrial Center, and Taxiway 
G reconstruction, a taxiway lane, and road improvements at the 
airport. 
Infrastructure costs for Phase 1 of the Reimann Industrial Center 
are estimated at $21 million with the Port receiving a state grant of 
$7.5 million, Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) 
fund loan and grant funds of $575,000, Franklin County Economic 
Development funds of $2.3 million, and the Port issuing TIF 
bonds for $8.2 million (see related article). The project will support 
development of the new Darigold facility and future users.
At the airport, the Taxiway G reconstruction project has a total cost 
of $7.4 million with the airport receiving 90 percent of the funding 
from the Airport Improvement Program grants. The project enhances 
safety for commercial air service and opens new land for general 
aviation users. The airport road project will cost approximately $3.4 
million with the Port receiving $2.9 million from CERB loan and grant 
funds.
“The large investments in infrastructure that the Port is making over 
the next 3 years will multiply in economic development benefits to 
our region for years to come,” stated Randy Hayden, Port Executive 
Director. “Marshalling resources for long-term economic growth is 
one of the primary purposes of the Port District.”

Keeping You in the Loop
Be on the lookout for more information about the Port of Pasco to come 
your way.
The Port knows it is important to keeping its constituents and the 
community at large informed about the activities within the port district.
The Port recently enlisted the services of Field Group to assist with website 
content to ensure up-to-date information and a more user-friendly interface 
for the public, social media, general marketing support, a Tri-Cities Airport 
outreach campaign, and communicating to our Hispanic population.
There are so many good things going on at the Port, and we want everyone 
to know about it.

Did You Know?
The Tri-Cities Airport is home to over 120 
based, jet, twin-engine business aircraft, 
helicopter, single-engine and experimental 
aircraft. Professional pilots, businessmen, 
corporate and recreational aircraft owners 
rely on the excellent services provided by our 
fixed-base operator and service providers. A 
full range of aviation services are available 
at the Tri-Cities Airport from fuel providers to 
airframe and power-plant mechanics, avionics 
sales and service, to aircraft sales, rentals, 
charter, hangars and flight training.



What the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law Means for the Airport
Over 3,000 airports across the country will be benefitting from the 
once-in-a-generation Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding which 
gives them an opportunity to build safer and more sustainable airports – 
and the Tri-Cities Airport is one of them.
Signed into law in November, the bill provides $25 billion over 5 years to 
the FAA to help modernize infrastructure, increase equity in transportation, 
help fight climate change, strengthen the supply chain, and create jobs. 

Projects at the Tri-Cities Airport
In the state of Washington, $385 million over five years has been set aside 
for airport infrastructure grants. Of that, $16.5 million (over five years) has 
been designated for the Tri-Cities Airport. 
“We have submitted two projects to the FAA for approval,” said Buck Taft, 
Airport Director. “We selected projects that we believe make good sense to 
ensure smooth winter operations at the airport and to enhance our general 
aviation services.”
One of those projects is the expansion and repair of the east General 
Aviation apron. The project will benefit smaller users at the airport with a 
new aircraft ramp and other infrastructure upgrades. It will also open this 
area of the airport for additional hangars and support continued growth on 
the east side of the airfield. 
The second project is the design and construction of a new snow removal 
equipment building.
“Currently, the building where we keep our snow removal equipment is too 
small. To use the equipment, we have to move other pieces around to get 
the one we need out,” said Taft. “This can delay airfield response during 
tricky weather conditions.
“These funds provide us with a great opportunity to fast track projects that 
we had in our plans. We can now also move additional project forward that 
we scheduled for later years,” he said. 
The FAA also has additional money specifically designated for terminal 
improvements. These funds are a separate process. The 
Tri-Cities Airport is submitting a proposal for work 

Airport Earns International 
Cleaning and Safety Accreditation
Keeping the airport clean and safe is a top priority at the Tri-Cities Airport, 
and a recent accreditation confirms this.
Tri-Cities Airport has earned the Global Biorisk Advisory Council STAR 
accreditation for cleaning and safety. 
The GBAC STAR was awarded to the airport for maintaining 20 different 
health and safety elements, which range from standard operating 
procedures and risk assessment strategies to personal protective 
equipment and emergency preparedness and response measures. The 
accreditation demonstrates that the airport continues to prioritize occupant 
safety and has the necessary procedures in place to handle bio-risks like 
the novel coronavirus.
“Earning this accreditation shows that the staff at our airport is taking all of 
the necessary actions for cleaning and disinfecting our facilities as well as 
helping to prevent the spread of infectious diseases,” said Buck Taft, Airport 
Director. “For the passengers and guests, the accreditation can provide 
peace of mind that proper cleaning is of the utmost importance.”

on the terminal, including expanding the gate area, adding jet bridges, 
increasing the size of baggage claim, and expanding the airline baggage 
area.
“These funds are not guaranteed. We will submit our proposal and see if 
our projects get funded. If it is not funded this year, we can resubmit it each 
of the five years of the program,” he said.
According to Port Director of Finance Donna Watts, “These BIL funds not 
only help us move projects forward more quickly, it frees up airport revenue 
for other important projects. These funds put us in a good position going 
forward.” 
Taft agrees. “The Tri-Cities Airport, and the entire region, will benefit 
significantly from these BIL funds. They will have a major long-term impact 
on the airport and the economic development that results from a thriving 
commercial airport.”



New Art Exhibit – Make a Point to See It
The Tri-Cities Airport is now featuring a new art exhibit curated by the Tamástslikt Cultural 
Institute, the Confederated Tribes of The Umatilla Indian Reservation, and the Airport Art 
Committee.
The “We Were, We Are, and We Will Be,” exhibit provides a local historical and cultural 
perspective on Native Americans and their impact on the region.
“This was an opportunity to work with the Tamástslikt Cultural Institute to provide an amazing 
display in the terminal,” said Buck Taft, Airport Director. “It is a very impressive exhibit.”
The Tamástslikt Cultural Institute in Pendleton, Ore., is the only museum on the Oregon Trail 
that tells the story of western expansionism from a tribal point of view.

Face Masks No Longer Required 
at Tri-Cities Airport Terminal
TSA no longer requires face masks on public transportation and in 
transportation hubs like the Tri-Cities Airport.
However, know before you go, particularly internationally. Contact your 
airline and refer to its exact policies for further information on offerings and 
requirements for testing. It is important to also check if your destination 
requires quarantine or testing. 
Please do not travel if you have symptoms or feel ill.

Flying Out of Tri-Cities? 
Book Your Flight Early
People are eager to get back to traveling. 
Currently, we have a healthy market, which can make for full flights. This, 
combined with the pilot shortage impacting the number of seats available 
around the country, makes it important to book your flight as early as you 
can so you can get a seat. Once you book your flight, continue to keep an 
eye out for any schedule changes.

Keep your eye on the Tri-Cities Airport website 
for the latest in summer airline service options. 
Airlines frequently change service. The airport’s 
website, www.flytricities.com, offers the most 

up-to-date information.

Summer Airline 
Service Questions?



Thank You, 
Dan Hultgrenn
For over 30 years, Dan 
Hultgrenn has served the Port 
of Pasco and its constituents 
as Port Attorney before retiring 
from the position in March.
At its March 24 meeting, the 
Commission recognized Dan’s 
excellence with a resolution 
commending him for his work.
“Dan’s legal counsel and advice has been instrumental in shaping the Port of Pasco into a 
well-respected and organizationally stable port district that benefits Franklin County and serves 
the air service needs of the entire region,” said Port Commission President Vicki Gordon. 
“His professional demeanor and willingness to listen and mentor others at the Port and at the 
Ports association has made him an invaluable resource as well as admired leader. His strong 
personal belief system and personal integrity reflected not only on himself, but also upon the 
Port of Pasco reputation in the community.”
Thank you, Dan, for your devotion to your role. We wish you a long and happy retirement.
Heidi Ellerd of Kuffel Hultgrenn Klashke Shea & Ellerd is the new Port Attorney.

The Washington Public Ports Association (WPPA) works on behalf of public ports across 
Washington to advance the interests of ports with the state legislature--and beyond. This 
year, WPPA selected Rep. Matt Boehnke from Washington’s 8th Legislative District as its 
Compass award winner. Rep. Boehnke was recognized for his work to bolster manufacturing 
in the state of Washington and to look for solutions to help improve the supply chain. Please 
help the Port of Pasco congratulate Rep. Boehnke on this prestigious award! Pictured left 
to right, front row: Diahann Howard, Port of Benton Executive Director; Lori Stevens, Port of 
Benton; Jean Ryckman, Port of Pasco; Rep. Boehnke; Christy Rasmussen, Port of Benton; 
Ken Hohenberg, Port of Kennewick; Skip Novakovich, Port of Kennewick; and, Thomas 
Moak, Port of Kennewick. Back row: Roy Keck, Port of Benton; Randy Hayden, Port of 
Pasco Executive Director; and Stephen McFadden, Port of Pasco Director of Economic 
Development and Marketing.

Port of Pasco
1110 Osprey Pointe Blvd., Suite 201 | 509-547-3378

Tri-Cities Airport
3601 North 20th Avenue | 509-547-6352

Mailing Address
PO Box 769 | Pasco, WA 99301

On the Web
www.portofpasco.org | www.flytricities.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Port Commission

Vicki Gordon President
Jean Ryckman Vice President
Jim Klindworth Secretary

You are invited to attend meetings of the Port of 
Pasco Commissioners. Regular public meetings 

are held at 10:30 a.m., the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month. The agenda of each 

meeting will be available on the Port’s website two 
days prior to the meeting

Port Staff

Randy Hayden Executive Director
Buck Taft Airport Director
Don Faley Airport Deputy Director
Barry Gilk Airport Chief of Police
Donna Watts Finance Director
Stephen McFadden Director, Economic
 Development & Marketing
Mayra Reyna Director of Properties
Tracy Friesz Facilities Engineer
Lori French Public Records/HR

Saturday, 
October 8, 2022

Columbia Park Lampson Pits 
Kennewick, WA | 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Celebrate Our Rivers
Learn Why Hydropower is Important

Educational Exhibits
Hands-on Learning Experiences

Music & Entertainment
Local Retail & Food Vendors

For info about how to get involved contact: 
Pasco Chamber of Commerce

509.547.9755 | RiverFestWA@gmail.com
RiverFestWA.com

Visit the Pasco Chamber of 
Commerce on Facebook to see 
the latest on RiverFest 2022!

FUN & FREE 
FOR THE WHOLE 

FAMILY!




