
Dear Port of Pasco Friends,

As President of the Board of Commissioners, it is  

a pleasure to write a few words to you about the  

direction of the Port of Pasco.

As a Port, our goal is to both create and 

foster the development of the economy 

within the geographical boundaries of 

the Port District. However, it is clear that 

many of the projects we undertake  

also benefit the entire Tri-Cities region 

and beyond.

One of the most exciting projects on  

the Port’s horizon is the continued  

development of our Riverfront Business 

Park. The new business park is located at 

the west end of Big Pasco and has three-quarters  

of a mile of unobstructed riverfront. The Port has 

taken seriously its responsibility to not only develop 

this land for economic development, but also  

to determine how best to utilize this important  

riverfront for the benefit of the community. The 

plan created for the new park was specifically  

designed with both purposes in mind.

As we work on this project we want to have it  

“shovel-ready” for potential businesses. To achieve 

this, we are working with the City of Pasco at this 

early stage of development to 

gain the necessary permits that 

will be needed by incoming 

businesses. We want to make 

the process easier, smoother 

and quicker than competing 

sites so that businesses make 

Pasco their first choice.

The new business park is ideal 

for companies who want both 

office/research facilities and  

distribution or flexible space. 

The Port may build the first  

“anchor” building on the site  

as early as this year.

In addition, the Port continues  

to work to develop the Tri-Cities 

Airport Business Center. The 

concept of this business center 

is unique in that it offers both 

business and corporate hangar space. It allows a 

company to access the airfield on one side of the 

site and public access on the business center side. A 

business would be able to house an aircraft at their 

place of business. 

Another major project the Port will  

soon undertake is the next phase of  

improvements to the rail system at the  

Port of Pasco’s Intermodal Transportation 

Terminal, thanks to a new $900,000  

federal grant championed by Senator 

Patty Murray. The Port has remained  

focused on the importance of trans-

portation into and out of the area 

amidst changing trends. The five-phase 

intermodal rail plan put together by the 

Port helps to ensure that the region continues to 

have adequate rail service well into the future.

These are indeed exciting times at the Port as well 

as in Pasco, Connell, Mesa, Basin City and the rest of 

Franklin County. I hope you have as much pride in 

what your Port has created using your hard-earned 

money as we do in serving you. 

 

Jim Klindworth  
President 
Port of Pasco Board of Commissioners
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Letter from the Commission

Port of Pasco Commissioners, from left, Ernie Boston, Jim Klindworth and Bill Clark.

Cindy Goulet, owner of Florentyna’s 

Restaurant, has recently opened a new 

business at the Tri-Cities Airport.

River News and Gifts opened in the former 

Chukar Cherries location. 

Florentyna’s carried a limited supply of 

newspapers, magazines and gifts in the  

restaurant. The new store will have an  

expanded selection along with Tri-City 

wines, espresso and other coffee drinks, 

Chukar Cherries and gifts.

“It is a great addition to the airport,” said 

Ron Foraker, Assistant Airport Director. 

River News  
and Gifts Opens 
at Airport

In 2007, the Port of Pasco received $600,000 

in Franklin County Economic Development 

Funds. The money will be used to build a 

public rail switch and spur into the Heritage 

Industrial Center. The Industrial Center  

has been identified by the City of Pasco as 

an area with high potential for industrial 

development and as such is a focus of the 

city’s economic development efforts.

“This rail spur will help to make this area 

even more attractive for businesses needing  

access to rail,” said Randy Hayden, Port 

Director of Planning & Engineering.

The project has been designed and will bid 

this summer.

New Rail Spur 
Opens Area for 
Development

Jim Klindworth 
Commission President

River News and Gifts offers airport visitors a wide 
selection including local wines, beverages and gifts.



You are invited to attend meetings of the Port of 
Pasco commissioners. Regular public meetings 
are held at 10:30 a.m., the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month in Port offices 904 E. 
Ainsworth Avenue. We hope to see you there.

The agenda of each meeting will be available on 
the Port’s website two days prior to the meeting.

Port Commission:
Jim Klindworth, Bill Clark, Ernie Boston

Port Staff:
Jim Toomey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Executive Director
Jim Morasch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Director of Airports
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R. Sam Good. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Director of Properties & Development
Tracy Friesz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        Facilities Engineer
Vicky Keller. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          Public Records

Equal Opportunity Employer

Port of Pasco: 
904 E. Ainsworth 
(509) 547-3378

Tri-Cities Airport: 
3601 N. 20th Avenue 
(509) 547-6352

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 769 
Pasco, WA 99301

Additional Port information can be found on the internet at www.portofpasco.org

The Port of Pasco invites you to tour the Port. 

The tour is scheduled for Wednesday, April 30, 

2008,  at 11:30 a.m. in the Port’s Administrative 

Office, 904 E. Ainsworth Avenue, Pasco. Lunch 

is included.

Space is limited so call today to reserve your 

seat — 547-3378.

Attend a Meeting
Commission meetings are open to the public  

(in accordance with Washington State’s Open 

Public Meeting Act) and you are invited and 

welcome to attend. Public comment and input 

is taken at Port Commission meetings to provide 

Commissioners with information, perspective 

and opinion on matters before them. 

Port Commission meetings are held on the 

second and fourth Thursdays of each month. 

Meeting notices and agendas are available on 

the Port’s website www.portofpasco.org or 

through notices in the Tri-City Herald.

For more information, call the Port office at 

547-3378.

Visit Us at Our (new) 
Website
The Port’s new website is filled with informa-

tion!  Here’s just some of what you can find:

Tri-Cities Airport information 

n	 Real-time arrivals and departures

n	 Airline links and phone numbers  

n	 Parking rate information

n	 Travel and security tips

n	 Lodging and transportation web links 

and phone numbers

n	 General aviation information for pilots, 

including fueling and other services

Available property at the Port, including 

listing of land or buildings for sale or lease, 

a look at specific developments and other 

opportunities.

Information on doing business with the Port

n	 Small works roster application

n	 Project bids

n	 Maps and directions

n	 Status of current projects

n	 How to reach us by phone, mail or e-mail

Learn more about the Intermodal 

Terminal, Big Pasco and the Pasco 

Processing Center.

Read past issues of the Beacon, press  

releases and more.

Click on over today! The website address is 

www.portofpasco.org.

Getting to Know Your Port

Schedule a Speaker
The Port of Pasco has a Speaker’s Bureau 

available as a resource for professional, civic 

and business organizations. Learn what a Port 

is, discover the facilities we operate, what  

current projects we are involved with and the 

plans for the future. Over the past five years, 

the Port has evolved from property management 

to property development and we’d like to  

inform you about our efforts.

To learn more about the Speakers Bureau or  

to request a speaker contact Vicky Keller at 

547-3378 or vkeller@portofpasco.org.

Tour the Port  
of Pasco

Taking Time to 
Remember
The Port of Pasco recently lost two friends. We’d 

like to recognize them for their contribution to the 

advancement of the Port.

Leland Richardson
Former airport manager Leland Richardson, 90, 

passed away on February 8. Lee graduated from 

Pasco High School and attended the University of 

Washington before joining the Army Air Corp 

where he served during WWII. Lee married his  

high school sweetheart, Mary Ellen Perry, and  

they enjoyed more than 60 years of marriage. Lee 

and Mary Ellen raised two sons, Philip and David. 

Mary Ellen passed away in early 2003. 

Lee became the airport manager for the Tri-Cities 

Airport in 1964, ushering the Tri-Cities into the  

“Jet Age.” During his time as manager he orches-

trated the construction of the Passenger Terminal 

(dedicated in 1966), the construction of a new fire 

station (in 1968) and the installation of an air traffic 

control tower (in 1973). Also under his leadership, 

three major runway extensions were constructed 

which are the basis for the runway system still in 

use today.

With his foresight, the Port purchased additional  

land that allowed for the expansion of the airport 

and continues to protect the airport even today 

from encroachment.

Lee remained involved in the Pasco community 

through service in civic organizations long after his 

1980 retirement. 

The Port of Pasco salutes Leland Richardson for  

his dedicated service to the Tri-Cities Airport and 

the community.

Bill Talbott
William “Bill” Talbott, 65, passed away on February 23.  

Bill worked for J-U-B Engineers as a Project and 

Construction Engineer.

“Bill was a friend of the airport,” said Ron Foraker, 

Tri-Cities Airport Assistant Director. “He worked 

with the Port and our tenants and contractors for 

over 20 years on federally-funded airport projects 

and on many other facility-related improvements.

“We relied heavily on Bill. He was always the   

‘go-to guy’ — to get a job done. He knew every  

aspect of the business from design to bidding to 

construction. We are going to dearly miss him,” 

said Foraker. 

Bill had recently retired and had returned to finish a 

few projects.

Bill graduated from Wenatchee High School and 

subsequently enlisted in the Air Force. He was 

married to Sandy for 39 years and they have two 

daughters, JeNeane and Stacy. 	



In 1992 they moved the business to its current  

location.

 “We do all phases of electrical and specialize in 

public work — particularly schools,” said Mike. 

Their “school work” has included the remodeling 

of Kamiakin High School, Hanford, Burbank, Finley 

and Benton City, and some work with the Pasco 

Schools. They have also done work on industrial 

food processing plants, including Simplot. They 

are currently working on the new Kennewick Police 

Station set to open in May.

The company has 17 employees.

“The location at the Port has served us well with 

the office and the yard. It provides easy access and 

that is one of the biggest pluses of the site. It’s cen-

tral to everything,” Mike said. “As landlords, they 

stay out of our way and let us run our business. 

That may sound strange, but it is really nice.”

Doyle Electric   
Doyle Electric is the newest of the four. Four years 

ago the Walla Walla-based company bought Ron’s 

Pump and Irrigation and took over their location at 

the Airport Industrial Park. 

“We specialize in commercial electric, industrial 

and agriculture, and pumps and wells,” said Barry 

McEachen. 

Projects the company has worked on include the 

Applebee’s on Road 68 in Pasco, a blueberry packing 

plant in Burbank, numerous potato storage sheds 

and the well for West Richland’s Flat Top Park.

“We do lots of irrigation pump work, too. We’re 

a smaller company with four employees,” said 

McEachen.

The location at the Port works well for Doyle 

Electric, too. “It’s a good location with easy access 

to where ever we need to go. When we bought out 

Ron’s, we just stayed on at this site,” he said.

The company employs between 30 and 50 people.

“Originally we were very small and had seven or 

eight guys doing mainly residential. Now we do 

large commercial and industrial and very little  

residential. We also have long term employees — 

one has been with us for 37 years and another  

for 22,” said Ron Mitchell.

“The Port has been fantastic to work with through 

the years. It’s a great relationship,” he said

Sierra Electric, Inc. 
Sierra Electric, Inc. focuses on commercial and  

industrial work, especially traffic and street lights. 

Their work also includes schools and offices.

The company has been in business for 10 years  

and was a spin-off from Power City Electric. It started 

with two employees and has grown to 11.

“This is a great place for our business. We have 

6,000 square feet inside, and over an acre of land 

for equipment storage. The Port has been good to 

work with and they are good people. The rent is  

reasonable. We bought the building and lease the 

land from the Port,” said Mitch Murphy. “We have 

a good relationship with the Port and we’ve done 

lots of work for them throughout the years.”

Mitch also said the location near the airport offers 

another bonus for him. “Being close to the airport 

is also nice because I like to fly,” he said. 

Craig-Co
Craig-Co is a family business. Mike Craig started it 

in 1968. His son Richard became a partner in 1984. 

Power City Electric, Inc.
Power City Electric, Inc. was a longtime Spokane 

business that expanded to the Tri-Cities in 1967 by 

purchasing a local electrical contractor. It has been 

located at the Tri-Cities Airport site — which was at 

one time the old U.S. Navy mess hall — since then.

The work undertaken by Power City Electric  

includes high voltage lines throughout the 

Northwest, and commercial and industrial work, 

both new construction and remodel projects.

Projects they have been involved with include  

numerous area processing plants such as Reser’s, 

Welch’s and ConAgra Foods; retail businesses  

including Kohl’s, Fred Meyers, and Circuit City; and 

the Franklin County Courthouse remodel. They 

spent 3-1⁄2 years working on the Richland High 

School remodel and are about to start on the Pasco 

School District’s new Chiawana High School. Other 

work includes several large projects at the Hanford 

site, including the Vitrification Plant, and the Tillamook 

Cheese plant in Boardman. Power City Electric has  

assisted the Port of Pasco with work on the airport 

and buildings at Big Pasco throughout the years.

Power Center:   
Tri-Cities Airport Industrial Park Is Home to Four Electrical Contractors

Doyle Electric — Barry McEachen, Service Manager

Sierra Electric — Mitch Murphy, Owner

Craig-Co Electric — Mike Craig and Richard Craig, Owners

Power City — Ron Mitchell, Service Manager

Nearly 100 businesses (with over 380  

employees) make their home in the  

Tri-Cities Airport Industrial Park. Four  

of those businesses just happen to be 

electrical contractors.

“It’s interesting that this area of the Port 

has attracted four electrical contractors. 

That’s a large concentration of businesses  

from one industry but it works out well 

for them. They can each have office 

space and equipment space. Each has 

been with us for a long time and has 

their own niche in the community,” said 

Ron Foraker, Assistant Airport Director. 

“They are all great people and good to 

work with.”



The Port of Pasco has created a Speaker’s Bureau as 

a resource for professional, civic, and business orga-

nizations. Learn what a Port is; discover the facili-

ties we operate; current projects we are involved 

with; and, our plans for the future. Over the past 

five years, the Port has evolved from property man-

agement to property development and we’d like to 

inform you of our efforts.

To learn more about the Speaker’s Bureau or to re-

quest a speaker, contact Vicky Keller at (509) 547-

3378 or vkeller@portofpasco.org.

PORT SHORTS

Work on the next phase of the plan to improve 

the rail system at the Port of Pasco’s Intermodal 

Transportation Terminal may get underway as early as 

this spring, thanks to a new $900,000 federal grant. 

The grant will allow for completion of Phase Four  

of the project. The first three phases have been 

completed. They included tearing out existing 

1940s rail and replacing it with three miles of new 

rail designed to handle the increased weight and 

length of today’s rail cars.

“We have a five-phase plan and have received  

funding for the first four phases,” said Randy 

Hayden, Director of Planning & Engineering.

The fourth phase of the project will allow for con-

struction of an east exit spur to the BNSF Walla Walla 

line for more efficient movement of agricultural and 

manufactured products into and out of Big Pasco. 

The total project will install 3,400 feet of new rail 

and rehabilitate 18,500 feet of existing rail to handle 

the current and expected volumes of intermodal 

and mixed-source freight coming to the Port. 

The funding for the fourth phase was included in 

the 2008 Omnibus Appropriations bill and secured 

with the help of Senator Patty Murray, a senior  

member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, 

with assistance from Senator Maria Cantwell and 

Representative Doc Hastings.

It is anticipated that the $2.2 million required for  

the fifth, and final, phase of the transportation  

center’s redevelopment will come from another 

federal grant in 2009, if not earlier.

“The work done on the Intermodal Transportation 

Terminal positions the Port for rail cargo into and 

out of the Pacific Northwest on the BNSF line. As rail  

volumes in the United States get higher and higher,  

there is increased need for efficiently served rail 

properties in order to maintain access to the nation’s 

largest rail providers. Without these improvements 

the Tri-Cities might find itself with limited rail  

access for agricultural and industrial freight. These 

improvements help secure the Inland Northwest as 

a strategic rail destination for BNSF, which is an  

important designation,” said Hayden. 

“We take rail for granted, but with today’s increasing  

demand for rail across the country, we need to 

make sure that it does not go away,” he said.

Intermodal Transportation  
Terminal Receives Federal Grant

Employee  
Service Awards
In December, the Port of Pasco recognized 

these eight employees for their years of 

dedicated employment with the Port: 

30 Years
n	 Ron Foraker, Assistant Director of  

Tri-Cities Airport

n	 Todd Meyers, Maintenance Supervisor, 

Big Pasco Industrial Center 

25 Years
n	 Rob Puckett, Maintenance,  

Tri-Cities Airport

15 Years
n	 Henry Loran, Maintenance,  

Big Pasco Industrial Center

 10 Years
n	 David Garza, Guard,  

Big Pasco Industrial Center

n	 Mark Ward, Maintenance,  
Tri-Cities Airport

5 Years
n	 Robert Rodriguez, Custodian,  

Tri-Cities Airport

n	 Holbert Wilson, P/T law enforcement 
officer, Tri-Cities Airport 

Widening of Ainsworth Avenue 
The Port of Pasco is planning to use Surface 
Transportation Program (STP) funds to widen 
Ainsworth Avenue between the Kilbury Overpass 
and Oregon Avenue.

The federal STP program provides funding to  
improve and upgrade major arterials. “Each year  
we receive between $70,000 and $80,000 and we 
have been banking those funds specifically for 
this project,” said Randy Hayden, Port Director of 

Planning & Engineering.

“This will improve traffic through Big Pasco and  

will help us develop the Riverfront Business Center. 

It will improve safety and create a shoulder for  

disabled vehicles. It also includes curbs, gutters, 

sidewalks and street lights. Visually, the area will  

become more appealing,” he said.

As a part of the grant the Port is required to provide 

13.5 percent of the funding of the project.

The project will begin later this year.

On February 8, the Port of Pasco lost a 51,000 

square foot building in Big Pasco Industrial 

Center to fire.

On one of the windiest days of the year, 

there were no injuries and the Big Pasco 

Industrial Center Maintenance crew and 

Pasco Fire Department did a spectacular 

job of keeping the fire from spreading to 

surrounding buildings.

The Port plans to build a replacement  

facility in the Big Pasco area.

Fire Update

Phase 1	 New Lead Track, Turnouts  

and Runaround Track

Phase 2	 Container Terminal Track

Phase 3	 Add New Track 407

Phase 4	 Add New East Exit

Phase 5	 Add New Track 415

Port of Pasco BPIC Intermodal Rail Hub Development

Phase
$3.4 million 

$0.7 million

$1.3 million

$0.9 million

$2.2 million

Complete 

Complete

Complete
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